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The sense of “bemg different from everyone else”
turned into a determmatlon to “Ilve through expression”

While studying law in graduate school, | started
my career as a rapper. The decision | made at
the age of 23 to “live as a full-fledged artist” is
closely tied to the English language in my life.

| have a mixed background. My parents are
South Korean and Malaysian Chinese. | grew
up in Japan with American citizenship. Since
childhood, | would often hear words like, “Why
can’t you speak English even though you're
American?” That motivated me to think, “If that’s
the case, I'll go to America,” and | moved to the
United States from middle school.

In the world of American kids, showcasing
stationery brought from Japan to be popular for a
moment was one thing, but to truly gain accept-
ance, “language” was essential. To achieve
the goal, | even trained myself by approaching
American elderly couples passing by in front of
a supermarket to engage in conversations. This
way, | could experience the small success of
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As an entrepreneur and as a human being:

English guided me to embrace a purely enjoyable Iif_e.
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glish at work, and business
ucted mainly in English. How-
ears, | struggled with English.

y, | was engrossed in music club
bn launching my business. |
bartner said “If you want to be an
entrepreneur, speaking English is essential.” She was the
kind of person who would study English even during our
dates because she aspired to work for a foreign-affiliated
company. | had my pride of feeling like | was already work-
ing like an adult, ahead of those around me, which made
it hard for me to follow her advice.

After a few years, “monopo” was growing steadily by
mainly focusing on commissioned advertising production
on an outsourcing basis, and | even had my own office
at the age of 24 or 25...Then | became cocky. | reached
the limit (of my growth and motivation), and | felt a sense
of emptiness no matter what | did. Perhaps due to that
state, | also went through a breakup with my girlfriend. |
was in shock and thought, “I'll do everything she told me
and prove myself.” So, | started attending English conver-
sation classes, and | even bought a TOEIC study guide.
When | look back, | think that was the turning point.

If it is in English, | could express my “vision”
without distraction.
At that time, as an entrepreneur, | was struggling

because | could not effectively convey the company’s
direction or a “vision” to my employees. | had an attitude
of brushing it off with comments like, “Companies talking
about their ‘vision’ are not cool.”

It was during casual conversations with my English
teacher that | realized something: “If it is in English, | can
genuinely express my thoughts.”

In Japanese, | would often have thoughts like, “I want
to appear cool,” and distractions would creep in. But back
then, | could only speak basic English, and perhaps due to
the linguistic characteristics, | was able to purely express
my thoughts. My teacher even said, “You're cool! Speak
more!” From there, during English lessons, we started
creating the company’s vision together, with my teacher
asking me questions like, “If you had the opportunity to
do a presentation right in the heart of New York, what
would you talk about?”

My approach to work may have gradually changed as
well. In 2016, | founded a media platform called “pow-
eredby.tokyo” that showcases creators and spots in Tokyo.
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Through that idea, | started receiving many job requests
for advertising projects from overseas.

enriches both your work and life.

In Tokyo, we host a monthly networking event called
“monopo night,” and in 2019, we established a London
branch. Eventually, we decided to hold this event in the UK
as well. On the first night, about 100 creators gathered
at the venue. | delivered a speech in English, and | cried.
| had faced challenges in leading the organization effec-
tively, but being able to connect with so many people and
talk about my feelings was a fantastic experience.

Today, one of monopo’s strengths is the ability to
collaborate with international creators and generate adver-
tising creativity. English has become a crucial tool for us
to communicate and work with the creators we admire.

Is there any advice for students? | believe that during
your years at university, you may often feel restless and
struggle with your thoughts. However, it is an important
time for deep introspection. Starting to learn English could
be a great way to express your thoughts and organize
them. If you ever think, “I want to have a new beginning of
life,” 1 think TOEIC Tests are a good starting point. | also
wish | had started it earlier (Laughs).
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A) He's shoveling some soil.

(

(B) He's moving a wheelbarrow.
©
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What is suggested about Mr. Bach?

(A) He has been to Kansai
more than once.

(B) He currently works in Beijing.
(C) He is on a business trip.

(D) He works for Fly Right Airlines.
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A

SAM BACH 11:59
My first flight was delayed, 5o | missed my connection in Beijing.
SAM BACH 12:00

So now, I'm going to be on a flight ariving in Kansai at 18:00.
AKIRA OTANI 12:05
OK. Same airline?

SAM BACH 12:06
It's still Fly Right Airlines. It will be later in the day but still in
time far our client meeting.

AKIRA OTANI 12:06
Il confirm the arrival time, Do you have any checked bags?

SAM BACH 12:10

| do. Would you mind meeting me at the door after | go

through customs?

AKIRA OTANI 12:15
Sure thing. Parking spots can be hard to find, but now

I'll have extra time to drive around and look.

SAMBACH - 1216
Yes, sorry about that. See you then!
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It looks like this is a picture of a fruit shop. | see some bananas and
oranges. There are many people in front of the shop. On the right
side of the picture, a mother and child are leaning forward to look at
the fruit. In the middle of the picture, there is a man in a red shirt. He
might be the shopkeeper.

E X —IL{ERLRIRE

E)(_)I/%E}T/\/TJZZ1D %gh"(&i L/ck')o
Point

FEX T, @ZRKHONTLWIHZERLELS, EXH
BREA—LOEZF>THEIDANEZET ! ERIC
B(IEL) HFICERMEhBEZER/LES !

From : Dale City Welcome Committee
To : New Dale City Residents

Subject : Welcome to your new home!

Sent: July 23, 4:32 PM.

Welcome! We would like to be the first to welcome you Dear Sir or Mam, | have just moved here, Dale City.
to Dale City. We know that there are many things to do Since | have little knowledge about this city, | may
when you move, from finding your way around town have to ask you for some information. First, | need a

house not far from the company | have been
assigned to. | am not asking you to find me a place
to live in. | need a contact number for a real estate
agency which | can trust. With your recommenda-
tion to a reliable agency, | can find a place ata
reasonable price. Also, | want some information on
rental car. | may not use a car that often, but | need
one by next week to giva ride to my uncle at the
airport. Thank you for your help in advance.

to setting up your utilities. Please contact us if you
need any help at all.
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The exam is
finally over!
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My report
will never end.
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never end You.only live once.
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